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But as soon as the social forces reach a certain degree of
intensity, the personal will is no more able to master them.
At the most, a prominent leading individual is then able to take
the lead of the unavoidable development, and soften the force
of an explosion. It is in the individual action and in the free
influence of individuals and masses of individuals that logic
manifests itself in History, the logic that so often takes the
shape of historical justice and retaliation.

" In that free influence, the unalterable moral and social
law finds its expression that takes terrible or even brutal
vengeance for any political guilt and crime. The stronger the
shock caused by such a guilt, the more severe the retaliation.
This induces me to stress as strongly as possible, beside the
so-called fatalism in History, the great role of human action,
of human work, of human endeavours, and of the determina-
tion of the individual to fight for social and political progress.
In my view, each of us in his own sphere and to the extent of
his own capacity, can take an active part in the imposing
drama of mankind and be a partner in the great work of
Providence." In his recent writings, Benes dwells at length
on the contrast between individualism and collectivism, a con-
trast of particular interest in view of the growing importance
of the relations between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union.
Though, in the economic field too, Benes believes in the fruit-
fulness of a collaboration between the two countries, he retains
to the full his individualist point of view:

" From the metaphysical and moral angle, I do not doubt
that the struggle between Individualism and Collectivism can
find no other solution, but by way of a clear admission that
the individual is the primary factor. The human individual,
both metaphysically and morally, is the most valuable factor
influencing the social development. This is why I am an
individualist" (page 116).

These words are clear enough and worthy of a man to
whom politics, not based on philosophical foundations, are
but a frivolous matter.